
Cassava and the Wang Lab:

Seeing Through the Blind



Cassava & Wang claimed repeatedly to be conducting bioanalysis 
BLINDED

Exhibit 993 (sec.gov). TOP

Inline XBRL Viewer (sec.gov) BOTTOM

PowerPoint Presentation (cassavasciences.com)

Statements describing Open-Label 6-Month study 
analysis in company SEC filings and presentations

The Wang lab is referred to as an outside lab 
conducting analysis of 6-Month OL samples blinded

SEC Filings

CTAD Poster

https://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1069530/000106953021000043/sava-20210729xex99_3.htm
https://www.cassavasciences.com/news-releases/news-release-details/cassava-sciences-announces-positive-biomarker-data-simufilam
https://www.sec.gov/ix?doc=/Archives/edgar/data/1069530/000106953021000050/sava-20210930x10q.htm
https://www.cassavasciences.com/static-files/0ecb26fa-b3d3-4fd0-a03a-5df31a74b528


Emails reveal all parties had access to sensitive patient information

Participants inc members of Cassava and three 
academic collaborators; Drs Xu, Wang and  
Pei (Wang postdoc)
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The email exchange discusses the shipping 
and labelling of clinical samples from a trial 
site
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Emails show both Cassava & Wang were NOT BLINDED during the 
open-label study 1/2

Emails retrieved from a FOIL request to CUNY expose Cassava and the Wang Lab as being unblinded 
during sample analysis, prior to data presentation and while study is ongoing

StartOpen Label 
Study *

CUNY 
emails

6 month follow-up

Q2 Q4 2021 Q2

Analysis AAIC

Q32020

During April & May 2021, the shipment of samples individually labelled as Day 1 or 6 Month from 
Xu lab to Wang are discussed with multiple company members 

2022

End

* Estimated study timeline



Emails show both Cassava & Wang were NOT BLINDED during the 
open-label study 2/2

Individual samples are labelled as either 
Day 1 or Month 6, and by site and patient ID.

Hence, whether a patient is ON or OFF the drug 
is known to the person analyzing samples

This could allow Wang* to decide what sample 
measurements “should be”. 

*Wang is currently under investigation for 
scientific misconduct
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Wang is UNBLINDED in Open Label Extension,
Was he UNBLINDED  for the entire P2b?
Similar claims of “blind to timepoint” were made about the 28-day P2b study

If Cassava is lying about blinded analysis now, were they lying about it the whole time?

“If unblinding is deliberate and/or not revealed, that greatly increases its seriousness, placing it in the 
research misconduct arena. FDA has a zero tolerance policy in this area.”  – ex-FDA OSI member



Wang’s “Outside” lab has sensitive patient information including 
INITIALS

Alarmingly, Wang lab member Pei discusses labelling clinical sample vials with a patient’s initials

Why would the Wang lab have 
access to this information?

Who provided them with this 
information?

Is the Wang/CUNY lab - as a 
third-party - authorised to hold 
patient-specific information?
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Based on the obtained emails we conclude that:
There is risk to patient privacy and possible HIPAA violation

● It is entirely conceivable that an individual study participant can be identified simply via an online search
● No safeguards are in place to de-id patient samples or protect patient privacy
● Sensitive information has been shared with third-party, “outside”, “blinded” lab

There is a risk of biomarker data manipulation
● Lab personnel know subject ID and site PLUS dosing status (Day 1 vs 6 Month)
● Wang has clear COI as a Cassava SAB member, stockholder and lead Simufilam researcher
● Wang is under investigation for data manipulation

Previous assurances of data integrity are suspect
● Haphazard treatment of patient information observed in email makes “chain of custody” claim ridiculous
● Suspicious changes in the baseline of the cognitive scores become even more so

All relevant CUNY FOIA material can be found here 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/x94z6h7hib9ctqd/FOIL%2011-22-2021_vRedacted.pdf?dl=0


Contributors
★ Jesse Brodkin, PhD
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★ Patrick Markey, PhD


